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SUB J : DAMAGE TO TEXACO-GULF PIPELINE 
REF: QUITO 4508 

1. 1 SPOKE AFTERNOON JULY 9 TO MIKE A. MARTINEZ, GENERAL MANAGER, 
TEXACO PETROLEUM CO„ ABOUT THE DAMAGE TO THE PIPELINE 
REPORTED REFTEL. HE DESCRIBED THE SITUATION AS "FAIRLY 
BAD". SPECIFICALLY, HE SAID THAT: 

A. THERE WERE SOME 15 LANDSLIDES ALONG THE PIPELINE ITSELF. 

B. THE PIPELINE HAS A BREAK IN IT AT APPROXIMATELY KM 164 
WEST OF LAGO AGRIA, WHERE THE LINE HAS BEEN DISPLACED 

75 METERS FROM THE ROAD AND PUSHED INTO THE RIVER. HE EXPECTS 
TO HAVE TO REPLACE ABOUT 800 FEET OF PIPE IN THAT AREA ALONE. 

C. FIVE BRIDGES ARE OUT, THREE SMALL (15 TO 20 METER) BRIDGES, 

ONE BRIDGE ACROSS THE COCO RIVER AT CANON DE LOS MONOS, 

AND THE MAIN BRIDGE SOUTH OF THE PRODUCING AREA IN LAGO 
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CRUDE FROM THE SOUTHERN FIELDS. 

D. ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO ACCURATE INFORMATION ON HUMAN 
LOSSES, HE UNDERSTOOD THAT NINE PEOPLE HAVE LOST THEIR 
LIVES. OTHERS ARE STRANDED, BUT THE ECUADOREAN ARMY HAS 
BEEN ASSISTING IN EVACUATING SOME OF THEM BY HELICOPTER. 

E. REPAIR OPERATIONS ARE ALREADY UNDERWAY. OTHER OIL 
COMPANIES IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN AIDING IN SETTING UP 
FERRIES ACROSS THE RIVERS TO SUPPLY OPERATIONS, PIPELINE 
EXPERTS ARE COMING FROM THE STATES, AND A BRIDGE EXPERT 
HAS ALREADY ARRIVED FROM COLOMBIA TO ASSIST IN 
RECONSTRUCTING THE BRIDGES. 

2. ALTHOUGH MARTINEZ DOES NOT EXPECT TO HAVE FIRM 
ESTIMATES ON EITHER THE TIME OR COST INVOLVED IN REPAIR- 
ING THE DAMAGE UNTIL THE END OF THIS WEEK.HE BELIEVES 
THAT IT WILL REQUIRE AT LEAST A MONTH. 

3. 1 HOPE TO ARRANGE FOR MISSION OFFICERS TO OVERFLY DAMAGE 
AREA TOMORROW TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION. 

BREWSTER 
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